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“I was led to work in
conservation to protect the
right to life of  other species,
and to build a suitable world for
people and for nature.

In Guyra Paraguay, my
main area of  work is
environmental policy,
supporting the Paraguayan
government in implementing
environmental conventions and
agreements, and guiding local
governments in the country to
build public policies based
upon scientific information.

At the moment I’m taking
part in the Darwin Initiative
Fellowship at BirdLife
International, where I’ve been
training in areas of policy and
advocacy, more specifically in
the Convention on Biological
Diversity, and developing
activities where I can connect
my conservation biology

Leticia Lopez Sosa
Policy and Advocacy Officer, Guyra Paraguay

background with policy
building and implementation.

The biggest challenge I’m
facing is that political interests
are not always related to
conserving species and
improving the quality of
human life, which makes
conservation very difficult and
frustrating.

I believe the best way to
deal with this is first of all
patience, and to use the tools
that we have as biologists and
conservationists, to show the
world how important species
are, and explain that in the
end, if  we destroy nature, we
destroy ourselves.

I enjoy being part of
Guyra Paraguay, a group of
more than 30 very passionate
and enthusiastic people, where
you learn something new
about life every single day, and

get to know people from all
around the world, and to deal
with different kinds of passion
and beliefs. You learn that in
the end we are all looking for
the same thing: a better world
to live in.

The biggest successes in
conservation are built by a
coordinated group effort; there
is no way to be or to do
something successful on your
own. The biggest success of
all—I was a tiny part of it—
was the BirdLife presence at
the recent COP-10 of the CBD.
A delegation of over 80 people
from the BirdLife Partnership,
from more than 35 countries,
worked together as one to
improve the results of  COP-10.
Just look at the decisions of
the COP, and you will see
BirdLife’s enormous
contribution there.

My biggest disappointment
is the destruction of  Asunción’s
Bay, one of  the most important
Important Bird Area in
Paraguay, and an important
stopover for Neotropical
migratory shorebirds in the
Americas. Guyra Paraguay has
worked from the beginning
trying to preserve it, and I think
every single conservationist that
goes to Paraguay falls in love
with this beautiful place in the
middle of  the Paraguay’s
capital city.

Unfortunately, Asunción’s
Bay is now seriously threatened
by the irresponsibility and
political interests of some
Paraguayan government
agencies and enterprises.
Guyra Paraguay has worked
for almost ten years supporting
the government to propose the
area as a Ramsar site, and the
answer that we have received is
the destruction of this site, to
use the sand for the
construction of  a waterfront
project, with the excuse that
the birds will find another
place to stop during migration,
and will not disappear just
because of this 300 hectares of
sand! The most disappointing
thing is that we had the
possibility of a beautiful
waterfront in Asunción, that
allows the citizens to be witness
to one of the most beautiful
spectacles of nature: bird
migration.

One of the things I’m
proudest of  in my life is to be
part of  the BirdLife
Partnership, because of  the
success of  the work on the
ground, working with people…
for birds and for people. Why?
I think every Partner in each
country is a family, with the
aim to conserve species, with
an amazing passion! Those are
the keys to success: the passion
and the teamwork as a family.

Let’s keep working hard,
together as one! The impact of
our work is just simply
amazing! And let’s keep the
passion and the love for nature.
That is the key of BirdLife
International’s success, the
passion.”
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