
Visit Status Codes - use these codes to describe what you saw
at the nest during each visit

Adults building the nest
N1. Nest ¼ built
N2. Nest built
N3. Nest ¾ built
NC. Nest completed

NA. Naked young
DO. Downy (young still in nest)
BL. Blind young
EY. Young with eyes open

A. Adult B. Building nest or carrying nest material
M. Male N. On / at / flushed from nest
F. Female F. Feeding young at nest
P. Pair V. In vicinity of nest (anxious, giving alarm calls)

½

Young in the nest

Adult activity - combine codes using one from left column and one from right column
(e.g., AB for Adult that was seen Building its nest)

Project NestWatch Field Sheet - Visit Information
For field use only - do not return. For complete instructions or to report your data online, go at www.bsc-eoc.org/national/nestwatch.html

Bird species name:________________________________________

Nest location (nearest city or town, distance and direction): ______________________________________________________________________ Nest label: _______________

Year: ______ Province: ______________________

Latitude and Longitude: _________ ________’________” North __________ ________’________” West OR UTM : _________ _____________ _______________
degrees minutes seconds degrees minutes seconds zone easting, 6 digits northing, 7 digits

0 0

Day
1 - 31

Month
1 - 12

Time (24h)
Host * see definition below

Eggs
Live
Young

Dead
Young Eggs

Live
Young

Dead
Young

Cowbird (or parasite) * see

definition below

Outcome codes - select 1 or 2 codes describing the fate
of the nest

Success (at least one young fledged)
AC. Adult carrying food near nest

NE. Nest empty, undisturbed and containing feather scales and/or droppings
SL. Young seen leaving (fledging) naturally

YC. Young capable of leaving nest on previous visit

Combine codes using 1 from the left column and 1 from
the right column
E. At egg stage
J. At young stage
X. At egg or young stage

SY. Some young fledged, other live young still in nest
NN. Fledged young seen near nest

VA. Adult visibly agitated or giving alarm calls near nest

EX. Young 'exploded' from nest when inspected (i.e. young leaving in all directions)
HS. Hatched shell fragments in empty nest (use this code for ducks and gamebirds only)

OU. Outcome unknown
Failure Unknown

Visit Status Codes
(use up to 3 codes below)

Comments (add relevant information that is
not provided by the codes). Use blank paper or
note book if you need more room.

Observer’s name: ________________________

__ ____ __ : __ ____ _____ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____________________________

__ ____ __ : __ ____ _____ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____________________________

__ ____ __ : __ ____ _____ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____________________________

__ ____ __ : __ ____ _____ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____________________________

__ ____ __ : __ ____ _____ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____________________________

__ ____ __ : __ ____ _____ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____________________________

__ ____ __ : __ ____ _____ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____________________________

__ ____ __ : __ ____ _____ ______ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____________________________

code 1 code 2

Eggs in the nest
CO. Cold eggs
WA. Warm eggs
CV. Covered eggs
HA. Hatching eggs
PI. Eggs pipping/young calling from eggs

RF. Young ready to fledge
AY. Audible young in nest
LB. Young left naturally before fledging

A. Eggs not hatched (infertile / addled)
B. Injured/broken
C. Killed / thrown out by Cowbird
D. Deserted / starved / dead
E. Empty damaged nest
F. Flooded
I. Human causes - intentional
J. Empty undamaged nest
L. Livestock
M. Human causes - unintentional
O. Other / unknown
P. Predation
T. Thrown / fallen out
U. Usurped from nest by other bird species
W. Wind damage

Date / time Number of eggs / young Codes and comments

* The is the primarily species occupying the nest (e.g., American Robin) while the
is the species that laid its egg(s) in the host's nest (often the Brown-headed

Cowbird). Note that most nests will not have a parasite egg or young in it.

host
parasite
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A. Woodland

0. Undefined
1. Deciduous (trees swith leaves)
2. Coniferous (trees with needles)
3. Mixed (> 10% each of deciduous
and coniferous trees)

** for this habitat, trees must be
greater than 5m tall and dominate
the landscape (it excludes isolated
clumps of trees in a field)

Project NestWatch Field Sheet - habitat and nest site descriptions

B. Grassland,Shrubland, and
Agriculture

0. Undefined
1. Grassland
2. Shrubland
3. Tame (planted) grass (includes

pastures and grassy hayfields)
4. Tilled land - crop (land that has

been ploughed and/or planted
in the current year)

5. Overgrown /old field
6. Orchard (more than 10 trees)
7. Vineyard
8. Desert/semi-desert

Instructions:
Circle one class (A to H) and
one of its element
(subclass = number) that best
describes the habitat in which
the nest you monitored was
in. If no subclass applies, simply
choose 0 for Undefined. Note that
if you found a nest in your
backyard and you live in the city,
the habitat will be D. Human sites,
1. Urban.

C. Tundra/Alpine
0. Undefined
1. Dry vegetated tundra / meadow
2. Wet vegetated tundra / meadow
3. Mix of wet and dry tundra
4. Rock / gravel
5. Polygonal tundra

D. Human sites
** this habitat includes lawns

and backyards
0. Undefined
1. Urban (includes suburban)
2. Rural (farms and small

communities)

E. Wetlands dominated by
vegetation
0. Undefined
1. Sedge / grass
2. Reeds / cattail
3. Shrub
4. Moss

F. Wetlands with mainly open
water
0. Undefined
1. Sheet water (shallow,temporary)
2. Pond / dugout (<0.25ha)
3. Small lake (0.25 - 5ha)
4. Lake (>5ha)
5. Stream (<3m wide)
6. River (>3m wide)
7. Ditch with water (intended for

drainage)
8. Canals (intended for transport

of water or boats)

G. Saltwater Coastal Sites
0. Undefined
1. Marine shore (open)
2. Marine shore (cove, inlet)
3. Estuarine shore (shoreline

where a river's mouth meets
the ocean)

4. Brackish lagoon shore (a large
partially enclosed area of
mixed salt/fresh water)

H. Rock
0. Undefined
1. Cliff (can be used for either

inland or coastal habitats)
2. Scree /boulder slope
3. Rock outcrop
4. Quarry
5. Mine/spoil/slag heap

Habitat definition:
The habitat is the area in which the
bird is nesting and foraging. As a
general guideline, you should only
consider habitats within a
maximum of about 100m of the
nest.

Nest site selection

A. live tree
B. bush/shrub
C. snag/stub/dead tree
D. vines
E. reeds
F. herbs
G. grass
H. Lichen/moss
I. dead vegetation
J. floating vegetation
K. hedgerow

Enter 1 code (from the list
below) in each box (if applicable)
to describe nest location.

L. ditch
M. post/pole/tower
N. building
O. bridge
P. Other human artefact
Q. Earth
R. sand
S. gravel
T. stones/rock
U. cliff
V. other

IN ON UNDER

Nest site type (check one)
unenclosed/exposed
hole or crevice
ledge

nest box
other bird / mammal nest

Other details (check one if applicable)
raft / islet island over water

Exposure (check one)
well hidden partially hidden exposed

Slope (check one)
vertical steep

Gentle flat

Direction of slope
(facing) - if applicable

North
North-east
East
South-east
South
South-west
West
North-west

Nest height above ground / water : . metres

Nest site description

Habitat description

For field use only - do not return. For complete instructions or to report your data online, go at www.bsc-eoc.org/national/nestwatch.html

Direction of nest hole
(facing) - if applicable

North
North-east
East
South-east
South
South-west
West
North-west

General note: Use this page to record information on the habitat and the nest site of the nest you monitored. If
you do not know what to enter or if the section does not apply, just leave the space empty.

Bird species name: ____________________________________________ Nest label: _____________________________
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